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The Torah speaks of four children: One is wise, one is wicked, 
one is simple and one does not know how to ask.

The wise one, what does he say? “What are the testimonies, 
the statutes and the laws which the Lord, our God, has 
commanded you?” You, in turn, shall instruct him in the laws 
of Passover, [up to] ‘one is not to eat any dessert after the 
Passover-lamb.’

The wicked one, what does he say? “What is this service to 
you?!” He says ‘to you,’ but not to him! By thus excluding 
himself from the community he has denied that which is 
fundamental. You, therefore, blunt his teeth and say to him: “It 
is because of this that the Lord did for me when I left Egypt”; 
‘for me’ - but not for him! If he had been there, he would not 
have been redeemed!”

The simple one, what does he say? “What is this?” Thus you 
shall say to him: “With a strong hand the Lord took us out of 
Egypt, from the house of slaves.”

As for the one who does not know how to ask, you must 
initiate him, as it is said: “You shall tell your child on 
that day, ‘It is because of this that the Lord did for 
me when I left Egypt.’ “

As one of four brothers growing up in a traditional home, the part 
of the Passover haggadah which deals with The Four Sons always 
resonated with me. Yes, it was mostly an opportunity to poke fun 
at one another, but it was also a time of some reflection: which son 
am I? Am I predisposed to a certain personality type? Am I capable 
of change? These questions and others are the focus of a holiday 
that promotes inquiry and contemplation. Some years ago, artists 
like Arthur Szyk and Yaacov Agam contributed their interpretations. 
While none that came earlier, nor any of these eleven artworks can 
ultimately answer the question of who these four sons truly are, I 
am delighted to present THE 4 SONS. 
          –Avi Gitler (Son #3)

each of us contains all aspects of all four children. 
                                                  
      -Rabbi Yisrael Salanter

The four sons symbolize four generations. 
The first follows the precepts of the father, the 
second rebels against them, the third submits 
without understanding them. As for the last, he 
doesn’t even know that he doesn’t know. 
                   
                     -Rabbi Samson Raphael hirsch

Moses could have used the opportunity of Yetzias Mitzrayim 
[the exodus from egypt] to focus on a myriad of things to inspire 
the people. Instead, he reminds them about what to tell their 
children in the future when the children ask about the process 
of celebrating Passover. British Chief Rabbi Lord Jonathan 
Sacks pointed out that upon their attainment of freedom, Moses 
wanted to highlight to the people that they had become a nation 
of educators. Freedom is not won in the political arena or on the 
battlefield nor in the courts but rather in the human imagination 
and will. To defend a free society one needs schools where ideals 
are passed from generation to generation. 

A debate between Rabbi Yehudah and Rabbi Meir regarding 
our designation as God’s children: According to Rabbi 
Yehudah, we are only considered God’s children when 
we behave as God’s children. Rabbi Meir however, holds 
that either way we are called God’s children: Here in the 
Haggadah, Rabbi Meir’s view is displayed: The Torah speaks 
of four types of sons, including the wicked child, yet refers 
to all of them as children, alluding to their status as God’s 
children.
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The Four Brothers
A song by naomi Shemer

on a wonderful clear day
out of the haggadah came
The wise and the innocent, the wicked
And the one who didn‘t know how to ask.
And when the four brothers
Began to travel the byways,
Immediately from everywhere came
Greetings and flowers.
The wise met the wise girl
The innocent loved the innocent girl
And the wicked for a wife
Caught himself a wicked girl.
And the one who didn‘t know how to ask
Found the most beautiful girl,
he took her hand in his
And came back with her to the haggadah.
Where did the byways lead?
Where are the four brothers?
My friend, in our song
You mustn‘t ask too much …
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